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In the Torah portion, Bereishis, we learn about the creation of Adam. The Torah states when G‑d discussed the sixth day of creation, “And G‑d created HaAdam, the man, male and female, He created them.” The rabbis learn from this that original man was a hermaphrodite ‑ he was both male and female. G‑d did not, as is commonly understood, take a rib from Adam and make Eve. On the contrary, the word Selah in Hebrew can mean not only rib but also side. G‑d split Adam in two, and since that time man has been seeking his second half.

A Roman matron once asked Rabbi Yosef Ben Chalafta, “What has G‑d been doing since He created the world?” Rabbi Yosef told her, “He has been making matches.” She said, “Is that all He is doing? I can do that myself.” She then went home and stood a thousand menservants opposite a thousand maidservants, and she said, “You are married.” The next morning when she visited the servants’ quarters, she found this one had a black eye, this one had a broken arm, this one had a broken leg. She then went to see Rabbi Yosef and said, “You are absolutely right. It is a very difficult thing to make matches.” In fact, our tradition teaches that it is harder for G‑d to make a successful match than it was for Him to split the Red Sea.

The rabbis teach us that when born, a soul is divided in half as it ascends to earth, and each of us then seeks the second part of our soul. That’s why many time in good marriages a couple is referred to as soulmates. Sometimes it happens that we do not exactly get our soulmate, and things do not work out well in a marriage, but this, too, explains the great attraction love at first sight that many couples feel. They recognize the other half of their soul. Love is a combination of sexual attraction and emotional attraction. Usually, people who are culturally the same but are emotionally different marry. Each marriage, though, is unique and special.

On the fifth day of creation, we do not have the expression, “And it was so.” On all other days, G‑d said that such and such occurred and, “It was so,” but on the fifth day G‑d says, “They should swim the sea with living creatures and birds should fly on the land.” Also, G‑d created the big sea monsters, and it does not say it was so. The rabbis say that G‑d created the male and female sea monster, and then slaughtered one. According to the rabbis, the flesh from that slaughtered sea monster will be eaten at a feast when the Mashiach comes. The rabbis say that it was a unique event. That’s why it does not say, “And it was so.”

The manna that Rashi says was created for the Jewish people during their wandering of 40 years was also a unique event. G‑d wants us to appreciate unique events. We are not to say that if it is good for the species, it is good for the world, even though it may be bad for the individual. Only animals were created according to their kind, according to their species. Perhaps in the animal kingdom only species are important, but when it comes to human beings, every human being is unique and special.

That’s why the first man is referred to as HaAdam, the man. Every marriage, too, is unique and special. People make a tragic mistake many times when they fail to realize that every marriage must be unique and special. Many young couples get along famously when they are engaged, but the moment they get married, problems arise. The leading cause for this, based on my years of marriage counseling, is that spouses try to recreate their parents’ marriage. A wife will expect her husband to act like her father, and a husband will expect his wife to act like his mother. This is not to be. Every marriage is unique and special. Even how the duties are assigned in a marriage differ. In the Sheva Brochas we say two special brochas which seem to be the same. The second of the seven blessings states, “Bless You, G‑d our G‑d, King of the Universe, Who created HaAdam.” The third blessing says, “Bless You, G‑d our G‑d, King of the Universe, Who has created the man in His image, in the image of His likeness, He formed him and prepared from Himself Eve. Bless You, G‑d, Who has created man.” Why do we need two blessings?

The first one teaches that man, both male and female, were created by G‑d, that they have many needs, and that they must fulfill these needs, that they are the two parts of one soul. However, in the third blessing, we talk about fulfilling these needs for a higher purpose, for a spiritual purpose. Human beings need to be able to give to each other, to help each other, to create not only new human life together, but also to create new spiritual experiences together. This they do through communication. This they do by recognizing the uniqueness of their marriage, and this they do by realizing that they need each other in spite of their faults.

After the sin of eating of the forbidden fruit, Adam blames G‑d for giving him Eve, and Eve blames the serpent and also G‑d for not giving her the command, only Adam the command, but later they are able to form a family because they learned that they had to turn to each other, and when they turn to each other, they can overcome everything. It says, “And Adam and Eve, his wife, and she became pregnant, and she gave birth to Cain, and she said, ‘I have acquired a man with G‑d.”‘ In other words, I now realize that I have acquired a man who is not G‑d. He has faults, and it says, “Adam knew Chava, his wife.” He, too, knew that she, herself, was not perfect, but they needed each other, and by turning to each other, they could build a wonderful future.
If they would know that their marriage is unique and special, and that they have the wherewithal to create a wonderful life for themselves and their family, they are successful. Today, too, the young couple knows that they have within themselves the ability to fashion a wonderful marriage. If they know they can rely on a tradition thousands of years old, and on the personal example of family members before them who have succeeded in creating unique marriages, they, too, will be able to do the same.

I am reminded of the story they tell about a man who was sprawled over four theatre seats. It was very crowded. The usher came to the man and said, “We need these seats. You have to move.” The man replied, “Uhh, uhh, uhh, uhh.” The usher again asked the man to move and he replied, “Uhh, uhh, uhh.” Finally the usher got the manager who told the man, “You have to move. Where are you from?” The man said, “From the balcony.” We all come from a wonderful tradition which teaches us how to make a good marriage. We have to, first of all, know that every marriage is unique and special, and that in a marriage both the husband and wife must realize that they need each other and must continue giving to each other. May we all have such good marriages so the Mashiach will come quickly in our day. Amen.

